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ABSTRACT 

One noticeable subject in Battle Cry for Freedom is the social inescapability of the impacts of 

war. McPherson centers not just on the occasions of the genuine clashes of the Mexican-

American War and Civil War, yet in addition on their political and social resonances. For 

instance, he looks into how news of American triumphs and misfortunes were deciphered, 

spread, and twisted through media for mass utilization. A few outlets can be deciphered as early 

instances of publicity machines, blending populist American help for its administration's war 

endeavors. Thus, the texture of American patriotism turned out to be mostly predicated on an 

inspirational mentality towards war. War, to McPherson, floods and encompasses the war zone.  

 

Another focal subject is the assortment of the idea of human opportunity. McPherson takes note 

of that amid the Civil War, each side attested that it was the one that was really securing the 

Constitution and its fundamentals of vote based system and freedom. The distinction lay in the 

North and South's understanding of these ideas. Toward the South, "opportunity" implied a 

severance from the oppression they saw in the North's strength over legislative issues. For the 

North, "opportunity" was fixing to an increasingly present day and populist elucidation, 

consequently its accentuation on solid changes, for example, the annulment of subjection. 
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                                                          INTRODUCTION  

The quintessence of part 28, "We Are All Americans," is the finish of the Civil War and how the 

entry of the Thirteenth Amendment influenced the legislature, the slaves, and the South. The 

section additionally talks about the Confederacy's development toward furnishing slaves and 

having them battle on the front lines.  

The general population for furnishing slaves started to outweigh everything else. One vital 

individual who upheld it was Robert E. Lee. He additionally trusted that the ones who served 

ought to be liberated. In any case, numerous Southerners trusted it would agitate the social 

structure of the South. The part utilizes its first area to talk about the theme and says that at last 

the dark men who were made to serve never observed fight and were not liberated by the South.  

The second area examines the Thirteenth Amendment and how Lincoln saw his re-appointment 

as an "order" for its entry. He needed the two Democrats and Republicans to vote in favor of it 

despite the fact that Republicans would have control of the council in the following Congress. 

The vote passed 119 to 56. The creator noticed that dark individuals were there in the 

congressional displays to find out about the entry of the revision, which was vital on the grounds 

that they were banished from it until 1864. It additionally talks about the Freedman's Bureau and 

Lincoln's development toward the left on the political range.  

The third and last area discusses how Ulysses S. Give and the Northern Army took Richmond 

back. As per the creator, President Lincoln visited and was praised by the now-liberated slaves 

there; some of them even contacted him to be certain he was genuine. He revealed to one man 

not to bow to him, since he was free and should just stoop before God. General Lee surrendered 
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at Appomattox Courthouse. The part talks about the response of the nation as far as possible of 

the war and finishes with a danger against President Lincoln by John Wilkes Booth.  

The Civil War 

The South has ceaselessly endeavored to recast the story of what the Civil War was about, for the 

most part to alleviate blame from their complicity.  

In any case, those elective stories about the reasons for the Civil War aren't right. It was about 

servitude, unadulterated and straightforward. On the off chance that you need verification, read 

about the 1850 bargain. Or on the other hand the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. Or on the other 

hand any of the Lincoln-Douglas banters in 1858, which were totally about subjugation. Or then 

again what about the province of Georgia's Declaration of Secession, which peruses 

(accentuation is mine),  

"The general population of Georgia having broken up their political association with the 

Government of the United States of America, present to their confederates and the world the 

causes which have prompted the partition. Throughout the previous ten years we have had 

various and genuine purposes of objection against our non-slaveholding confederate States with 

reference to the subject of African bondage."  

Nobody attempted to shroud their thought processes when they were really withdrawing. It was 

constantly about subjection. It wasn't till the war was lost that America endeavored to modify its 

history. 
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James McPherson’s P.O.V 

The South has perpetually attempted to recast the tale of what the Civil War was about, generally 

to mitigate fault from their complicity.  

Regardless, those elective anecdotes about the purposes behind the Civil War aren't right. It was 

about subjugation, unadulterated and direct. In case you require confirmation, read about the 

1850 deal, or then again the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. Or then again any of the Lincoln-

Douglas talks in 1858, which were absolutely about oppression. Or on the other hand shouldn't 

something be said about the area of Georgia's Declaration of Secession. 

No one endeavored to cover their points of view when they were truly pulling back. It was 

continually about subjection. It wasn't till the war was lost that America attempted to adjust its 

history. 

  



We Are All Americans: In Battle Cry Of Freedom                        5 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

With this significant work, McPherson concretes his notoriety for being one of the best Civil 

War students of history. The volume starts with a deft depiction of the battered American armed 

force walking into Mexico City in 1847. From that point, the account speeds through 28 parts 

that draw an exact and vivacious picture of what America and Americans resembled in mid-

nineteenth century. McPherson portrays the issues that aroused and isolated the American open 

from the finish of the Mexican War in 1848 to the opening of the Civil War in 1861, giving 

exhaustive clarifications of the pre-war period's gravest emergencies - the section of the Kansas-

Nebraska Act and the prairie guerrilla war it began; the national noise over the Dred Scott case; 

against Catholic and hostile to settler viciousness and the concise existence of the nativist Know-

Nothing Party; and the frenzy over John Brown's assault on Harpers Ferry in 1859. What's more, 

McPherson's inclusion of the Civil War is similarly as solid and clear. The creator likewise 

addresses contentions about the root starting points or that war and pinpoints significant causes: 

scorn of subjugation and visually impaired provincial bias. What recognize McPherson's work 

are his liquid composition style and his capable utilization of story and human enthusiasm to 

tissue out his picture of the occasions. Social history and confirmed babble proliferate and are 

utilized to great impact: the 1851 hustling triumph of the US yacht America more than 14 British 

vessels in the Royal Yacht Squadron turned into the discussion of the donning scene and, 

additionally, proclaimed this current country's rise as a modern and mechanical power; talk of 

U.S. Concedes drinking issue and how he attempted to control it is appeared to have molded the 

general's identity in numerous positive ways; and so on. McPherson likewise works in numerous 

bits of random data that, while they may not be of recorded import, make his treatment almost 
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easy perusing. This new volume in the Oxford History of the United States arrangement ought to 

wind up a standard general history of the Civil War time frame - it's one that will support a long 

time to come. 
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